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OPENING EVENT MARCH 24, 2023 - MICHAËLLE SERGILE, RASANBLAJ 
 
 
 
Gatineau, March 13, 2023 - L'Imagier invites you to the 
opening of the exhibition Rasanblaj, by artist Michaëlle 
Sergile, curated by Joséphine Denis. 
 
 
 
 

 
The exhibition Rasanblaj presents a selection of works by Michaëlle Sergile who, through her questioning 
and her statements, draws us into forgotten experiences. Sergile brings out muted voices. She allows us to 
revisit in an anecdotal, intimate and historiographical way, what were some of the experiences in Haiti 
under the dictatorial regime from 1957 to 1986 of father and son François and Jean Claude Duvalier. 
Rasanblaj is a collection of voices, family members and historical figures that the artist appropriates in 
order to reconstruct and restore the paths that lead to her own image of the countries that inhabit her, 
Haiti and Canada. 
 
Having left Haiti for Quebec at an age when one's own memories are not yet formed, Sergile builds a 
knowledge of the socio-political and cultural dynamics that serve as an avenue for reflection on his family's 
diaspora experience. Thus, the artist's work reflects the development of her point of view, a critical and 
informed perspective. How do we find ourselves while acknowledging the formative ideas of others that we 
hold within ourselves? How can artistic expression respond to the lack of first-person accounts in the 
archives? How do we mark a break with our country and the remnant that we ourselves are becoming? 
 
Rasanblaj features six works in a variety of media, including weaving, audiovisual, performance, poetry, 
and mechanical construction. Audiences will be able to enjoy this exhibition from March 24 to October 1, 
2023. 
 

Activities (free admission) 
 

• Opening: Friday, March 24 at 6pm at L'Imagier, in the presence of the artist and the curator. Live 
music by the group Zoo Legacy. 
 

• Guided tour: Saturday, March 25 at 1pm, in the presence of the curator and the artist. 

*** 
 
 

https://limagier.qc.ca/programming/events/exhibition-rasanblaj-20230324/
https://www.youtube.com/zoolegacy
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Biography of the artist 

Michaëlle Sergile is an independent artist and curator working primarily with archives including texts and 

books from the postcolonial period from 1950 to the present. Her practice aims to understand and rewrite 

the history of Black communities, specifically women, or communities living between intersections, 

through weaving. A medium often perceived as a craft and categorized as feminine, the artist uses the 

lexicon of weaving to question relationships of gender and ethnic domination. 

 
Biography of the curator 
Joséphine Denis is a curator and writer whose practice promotes black diasporic art, critical engagement 
and institutional transformation. Her approaches seek ways to convey the specific complexities and 
nuances of the work of an artist whose practice is rooted in and concerned with a larger community 
context. 

*** 
 
About the Centre d'exposition L'Imagier  
A catalyst for ideas and creative energies, L'Imagier is a non-profit organization located in Aylmer 
(Gatineau) whose mission is to stimulate interest in contemporary art and to promote the plurality and 
intersectionality of voices and art forms. This mission is embodied by activities of dissemination, research, 
cultural action and educational workshops as well as community outreach programs. 
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L'Imagier thanks the Conseil des arts et des lettres du Québec and the City of Gatineau for their financial 
support. 
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For more information: 
 Leonore-Namkha Beschi, Director 
 direction@limagier.qc.ca 
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